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talk to about Scientology was a girl 
named Mary-Lou. She wax tall and 
slender, quite attractive, very much 
like many of the young girls deeply 
involved with the movement. She 
had long hair and wore jong false 
evelashes, which she tried not to 
flutter as she stared into my 
eves; being slightly nearsighted, 
her stare seemed even more intense. 

We were in the main ballroom of 
the Hotel Martinique on West 32nd 
Street in New York, permanent 
headquarters in the city for The 
Church of Scientology. tYes. it 
qualifies as a church under the Re- 
ligiaus Corporations Law of New 
York, which states: “an ‘incor- 
porated church’ is a religious cor- 
poration created to enable its mem- 
bers to meet for divine wership or 
other religious observance.”ı The 
ballroom, a large. high-ceilinged 
dun-vellow room that had some- 
thing old and a little shabby about 
it. was the scene of the Second An- 
nual Eastern Scientology Congress. 
It was presumably a festive otca- 





sion because a few balloons had 
been Scotch-taped to the ceiling, 
several strands of wide crepe paper 
festooned from corne orner, 
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thirty-five Class VIII's on the 
planet.” Most of the people there 
were young. good-looking, smartly 
dressed, the girls in mini-skirts, 
with good long legs and bright, open 
faces. The guys looked healthy, 
composed, some of them leaning tu 
hippie-type open shirts and beads 
and long hair; others in smart 
semi-Edwardian suits. There were 
algo quite a few older people. men 
in sport jackets and sport shirts 
that were buttoned at the neck. el- 
derly women sitting on the wooden 
folding chairs as if to rest their 
tired feet, professorial typer with 
their overcoats etil) on and expres- 
sions of concentrated involvement. 
retired types with tired facer and 
Bay AR A 

There was this feeling in that 
room, not so much of unity as of 
same kind of movement, not af be- 
ing busy but of being fraternal, in 
if tegether, talking about thir and 
that: vour Grades, Straight Wire, 
Power Processes, ARC: and every 
so often a celebrity’s name: Jim 
Morrison. Cass Elliot. The Beatles! 


It all felt like movement. like action 
y when yau reached out f 
vasn't there. 


was she getting out of it? Free- 
dum, she said. J] asked her what 
she had done before. She just sort 
of shook her head. It was the same 
reaction ] got from everybody in 
the movement with wham I spoke. 
sefore Scientology. apparently. 
these members felt void, an empti- 
ness nobody would discues. So ] 
said. “Freedom?” to get her back 
to why she war in it. She smiled 
and nodded. “Jt brings out what's 
really me.” she said with great sin- 
verity. But. I pressed, didn't she 
know what she really was before? 
“Scientology tells you what you 
really are.” she insisted, “and then 
shows you how to be it.” 

J] thanked her and turned te 
myself looking up at an enorme 
black-and-white photograp: | 
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ARE YOU THE UGLY SISTER? 

Is your pretty sister, older or 
younger. Ormwing you crazy? Does 
she have all the fun, all the dates 
alt the attention? Dont fret. There 
are ways to fis that and we tell you 
how in “The Sister Who Won't Let 
You Live.” 
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the scheduled lecture, we would 
hear a brand-new tape from “Ron.” 

As the tape was switched on, 
there was some continued shuffling 
in and out of the ballroom and I be- 
gan to wonder if everybody might 
not make a slow, unobtrusive exo- 
dus during the speech, since the 
tape recorder could not possibly 
feel offended. | was wrong. Though 
there was a steady in-and-out at 








the door, more people came in than 
left, and by the time somebody on 
the tape finished introd cing Hub- 
bard ( hz ‘as obviously an au- 
| the taped ap- 
t him wherever he 
‚ warm applaus 
t was sS] 
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George Washington University 
latter disproved some years ago 
when university officials testified 
Hubbard had taken and flunked 
freshman physics, had been placed 
on probation, and had not returned 
after his sophomore year. He wrote 
science fiction and novels, and used 
pen names such as Winchester 
Remington Colt. Hubbard served in 
the Navy during World War II, and 
after his discharge worked to ex- 
pand ideas which had first appeared 
in a book he wrote in 1938 called 
Excalibur. The ideas finally reached 
print in 1950, in an article pub- 
lished by the pulp magazine As- 
tuunding Science Fiction. It was 


Lhe 


called “Evolution of a Science” and 

introduced Dianetics to the world. 

It created such a stir that when his 

book, Dianetica: The Modern Sej- 

ence of Mental Health, appeared 

shortly after the article. it hit the 

best-seller lists immediately and, 
according to New 
was the first run: 
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meaning, as if 
ed the film and 
ing to find out 
led to a small 
dler, a pleasant- 
jy who insisted on 
glaring me from beneath low- 
ered b) ;, in the Scientologist's 
el The room we entered 
was small and I was told to sit down 
in a straight chair on one side of a 
small table. Miss Adler the auditor, 
sat opposite me. For a long mo 
ment she continued to stare at me, 
and then turned the E-Meter 
around so that I could look at it. 
There it was, a small, folding box 
which opens up to stand on the 
desk in front of an auditor much 
the way a book would stand if you 
opened it in the middle and set it 
up like a small tent. A large meter 
faces the auditor, with a large dial 
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